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SPokane Police
Violdnce: A FolIow'UP

I  ln  h is  le t te r  to  the  cd i to r  on  page 6 '

I 'o l i ce  Ch ie f  Robcr l  Panther  sa)s  S I 'OKA\E

N{ACiAZl \E 'S  - lune ar t i c le  on  po l tce  l to -

Icnce "demands a  rcsponse 
"  H ave wc go t len

one ' l ' I ' he  a r t i c le  c i tec l  s ix  spcc i f i c  ins tances '

naming names.  p laces  and da tes '  in  uh ich

policemen al legedll  uscd their uniforms as

i iccnse to del irer untiecessar-v beatrngs to-

. i , i . .nr. ln each case cited the accusation of

the vicr im was backcd b1' a u' i tncss u'ho' so

1", o, ,^. could tel l .  had no reason to l ie '

I  hc i r  s to r ies  a re  on  the  tab le  lo r  everyone 's

scru t in l ' .  Thc  on lv  rca l  u 'a -v  wc  know o f  to

car r l ' thc  inqu i r l ' an l  fu r ther  i s  to  have the

no l i ie  o f l i cers  uho ucre  rnvohed tc l l  us

uhat  thev  sau.  From the  beg inn ing '  how-

.. ler. the pol ice har e refuscd to sa-v anything

(uc quoted extensively from off icial pol ice

,.poi, t  to give their side of the storl ' ) '  Nou'

the  po l i ce ih i . f  tu1 ' ,  tha t  in  cver t '  case  h is

ofl iccrs are innocenti  he just is not at l iberty'

to  te l l  us  hou he  knows '  Br ' r t  a  po l i ce  man '  o l

al l  people. wi l l  understand that specif ic al le-

grt i . ,n. are not perfect l l 'ansu'ered by gener-

. l i l  assurances that thcre is nothing to worr-v

about .
Chief Panther says that i t  is legal counsel

uh ich  proh ib i ts  h im f rom respond ing  tn

more detai l .  This is not quite the case Short-

l l  after the art icle was published' ci ty man-

ager Terr.v N ovak requested a meeting with

, l i .  .ugu.in. 's edttors so that the cit .v could

f..r .nt", t t"  pol ice sidc of the story (the pol ice
'had 

turncd down seleral requests to add i ts

rersions to the reported incidents prlor to

nublication of the art icle) '
At the meeting in Novak's off ice' the city

manager said that he had asked Chief

Panthcr to respond to the art icle in a memo-

,unau- .  Novak  sa id  tha t  he  was w i l l i ng  fo r

the magazine to usc this mcmo as the basts

lo r  a  [o l lou-up  ar t i c le  Ass is tan t  corpora-

t ion  counse l  Lar ry  Winncr '  a Iso  a t  thc  meet -

ing, went through the. memo during the

mleting to delete certain names and other

detai ls 
-which 

could not be part of the public

record. The magazine editors agreed to con-

sult with the city on what information might

be  pub l i :hed iWinnt t  f c l t  5< lme o I  the

memo's statements could expose the clty to

l i be l  su i t s ) .  I l u t  t he  ed i t o r s  addcd  t ha t  n i t t u -

r a l l r  t h c  i n l i r r n t a t i t ' n  u o u l d  b e  p u t  i n  t t t t i -

ter i  a, . td checked against  othcr  rccords and

sou rces .  Ha r i ng  rece i l cd  t he  assu rances  he

nceded .  \ i o rak  pushed  t he  mcn lo  ac ross  t he

tab le  t owa rd  SPOKANE N ' lA ( ;AZ - l \ l :  cd r t o r

La r r v  Shook .  Ch i c f  Pan the r '  ho r vc r c r '

s t ood ,  r eachec l  ac ross  t hc  t ab le  and  i n t c r -

cep tec l  i t .  sa f  i ng  he  uan t cd  t o  t h i nk  ahou t  i t

longer.  i r -ot  thc c in legal  rcprescntat ivc '  not

tne-c i ty  manage r .  but  I )anthcr h imscl l  p. re-

r cn t cd  t he  po l i ce  r esponsc  t r - om beco t l t ng

na r t  ( ) l  t hc  i c c , t r . j .  I ) i t n t l t e r  t l c c i dc t l  t o  kcep

,ha  * . n ,u  t t '  l t i n r : e l l  and  i n t t cad  \ cn t  t l l c

l e t t e r  ( on  Pagc  h ) .

The  ch ie f  a l so  scu t t l ed  a  t cn ta t t \ c  ag ree -

ment reached at  the meet ing \ \ 'hercb) '  l t  \ \ 'as

r . , nd . r r t uod  t he  po l i ce  c l epa r tmen t  uou ld

al low a reporter  l iom thc magazine to inter-

\  ie\ \ '  two of f iccrs Six dal  s af te r  the ar t ic lc

uas  pub l i shed  Spokane  po l i ce  a r r cs ted  22 -

ve  a r j o l d  Doug las  B re  i t k r cu t z  a t  a  N  o r t h

Side apartment house Brei tkreulz '  a con-

r  ic ted ie lon.  was also charged u i th commtt-

t i ng  s imp le  assau l t  on  t hc  t $o  o l f i ce r s  who

ar iested'h im. Ho*ercr .  I ' i re wi tncsses to the
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a r r e s t  w h o  t a l k e d  t o  S P O K A N E  M A G A Z I N E
(a t  l cas t  one o f  rvhom was c i ted  in  po l i ce

department rcports as a potential witness lor

th . 'p r . r .cc t r t ion)  :a1  t .he1 sa \ \  l l o  s igns  tha t

Bre i tk reu tz  was res is t ing  ar res t ;  tha t  he  was

l l  ing  on  l  . .  ( )uch  u  hc l t  a t  l cas t  onc  o f  the

off icers punched him repeatedly in the tace'

The magaz ine  learned o l  Bre i tk reu tz 'a r res t

and his iniuries lrom a former prisoner in the

S p o k a n c  C i t r - C ' o t r n t r  J a i l .  I  h e  t e n t a t i r e

deal to al low the arresting off icers to be

interviewed was o{T, Panther said, because

the department bel ieved Breitkreutz had tn-

ten t ions  to  sue the  c i ty  because o f the  ar res t '

I t  was. in essence the same stance taken by

the  c i ty  p r io r  to  tho  ar t i c le 's  pub l i ca t ion :  i f

there  ua i  jus t  the  ques t ion  the  c i ty  was  go ing

to face a suit  as a rcsult  of al leged violent

conduct on the part of i ts off icers. the de-

partment would provide no information'

Whatever his reasons. we bel ieve the po-

l i c e c h i e l  i s  o r c r l o o k i n g t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  p u t t i n g

the  po l i ce  depar tment 's  rcsponse on  record '

Thc al leged use of excess force by certatn

ool ice off icers has been a matter of publ ic

ihutg., and gatherings for over two years

n , r * .  l f  the  po l i cc  ch ie f  can  bc  cer ta in  tha t

h is  o l l i ce rs  a re  in  no  way and to  no  degree

culpable. revealing some of the informatton

that so assures him could help lay the matter

!o rest.
Take the case of David Tripp' Ever stnce

he was arrested two years ago, his mother

has made a crusade out of her son's clatm

that he was gratuitously beat up by the

off icer who arrested him' 
-[r ipp's 

claim ts

supported by a woman who happened to be

*it i } t ing from her bedroom window She

does noi know Tripp. characterizes herself

as a strong supporter of the pol ice and was

l erv reluctant to make any statements on tne

.utt. t .  Here is what she said:
"One of the off icers slapped the kid re-

peated l l  on  the  head.  I  hc  boy  \4as  c ry rng

ana ye l i ing , ' l  d idn ' t  do  any th ing ! 'A t  f i r s t .he

was lying on his hands. l 'hen he put his

handi behind him and was handcuffed' One

off icer hit  him again and ordered him to get

un. I  don't  know if  thc boy didn't  want to get

uo or i f  he couldn't  get up. but then the

poli . . .nun jerked him up by the hair '"

The pol ice chief apparently has gotten an

exolanit ion of this incident which satisf ied

him that his off icers acted properly'  I f  the

chief would reveal what convinced him that

the pol ice action was proper. the communlty

couid look at the whole story and be assured

itself.
The communi ty .  a f tc r  a l l .  deserves  such

assurance.  A  b lue  un i fo rm does  no t  sanc t i f y '

A  po l i cc  o f f i cer  ha :  the  same tempta t ions  to

give way to base inst incts as the rest of us-

but there is more at stake i f  he does A

po l iceman is  the  on ly  person in  soc le ty  a t

i iberty to hit ,  shoot or imprison others by his

own judgment. general ly with no questions

asked. Beyond his physical powers, hls ac-

t ions are symbolical ly important. for what-

ever he does, he does i t  in the name oi socle-

t1  .  l f  a  leenager  misbeharer .  we g ive  the
jol iceman the dif f icult  job of representing

iociety in assert ing i ts rules. But what is the
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effect on a teenager, or his fr iends standing

around. i f  an off icer of the law t ies the teen-

ager's hands behind his back with handcuffs
and then proceeds to "teach him a lesson" by

beating him? Final ly, a pol iceman must be

held to str ict standards because of the public

trust in his off ice. In court and elsewhere' his

word is implici t ly accepted;any looseness tn

h is  behar  io r  i s .  consequent ly .  tha t  much

more dangerous.
A pol ice chief is the community's guaran-

tor of the behavior of i ts pol ice force-not
an easy job, since he is nearly as removed
from the scenes of arrest as the rest of us, and

since other pol icemen who are on the scene

understandably do not l ike tel l ing on their

fe l lows.  The on ly  apparent  way  fo r  a  po l i ce

chief to guarantee the proper behavior is

through the careful watch of, and assiduous
fol low-up on, ci t izen complaints. I f  a po-

l i ceman knows tha t  the  admin is t ra t ion  im-

part ial ly pursues every complaint, this

knowledge is  cons tan t ly  w i th  the  po l i ceman

as a warning to act as he is commissioned to

ac t ,  whatever  the  pressures  or  tempta t ions .
Conversely, i f  complaints are ignored or

perfunctori ly dismissed, the message to a

irustrated pol iceman who is tempted to l i f t

his fist for one personally satisfying punch is:

you may do so without fear of us.
One of the most seriods problems dis-

covered in the art icle about pol ice, the mag-

azine felt, was that it is quite difficult to

register a complaint against an officer.

SPOKANE MAGAZINE wr i te r  T im Connor

accompan ied  a  compla inant  to  the  po l i ce

stat ion three t imes, to see him turned away

each t ime with advice to come back another

t ime (once he was urged to come in at 1 I
p.m.) After the third try, the man gave up.

Chief Panther concedes that there was a

problem with the complaint process, but he

seems to feel i t  was basical ly a bureaucrattc
inconvenience. Is i t  possible one of his im-

portant management tools has been on the

bl ink, and therefore has not been sending

forward important signals? The chief says of

the off icers, "The restraint they exhibit  is

commendabie." Is he certain he would know

if it were otherwise'J
The chief maY in fact know that his

officers are showing proper restraint and he

may feel that restraint is commendable. l f

that is the case. the most useful response to

the SPOKANE MAGAZINE art icle would

have been to place before the public the rest

of the story, the evidence that has convinced

him the named police officers were in the

right. To say such convincing evidence ex-

ists. and then to literally pull it away from

public scrut iny. only raises more questions

than have been answered since the art icle's

oublication.
ln summarizing the sequence of events to

date, i t  is hard to avoid this question: is the

city sincerely committed to the control of

Spokane's police department, or is it merely
putting up a front? We feel from his actions

Chief Panther has given the impression that

he may be more concerned about the "mo-

rale" of his troops than their actual be-

havior. #



LETTERS

The subject of pol ice brutal i ty is long over-

due, and many media sources are afraid to

touch i t ;  but you came through. As cit izens
and taxpayers al ike, we have the r ight to
knou what  i s  happen ing  here  in  our  com-
munity.

I t 's about t ime the residents and other

off icials quit  burying their heads and refus-
ing to bel ieve this could happen in such a
perfect community as Spokane.

Damn it  Spokane- wake uP! EverYone
seems concerned about our "Al l  American
City" image, so let 's al l  be concerned' and
expose th is  once and fo r  a l l  and  qu i t  the

coverup.

'-'.li; i,i'!??'i
MORE "NUCLEAR'' FALLOUT
l .awrence Shook 's  "A  Koan For  Our  T ime"

[August  l9 t3 l ]  i s  w i thout  a  doubt  one o f  the

f ines t  p ieccs  o l  u r i t ing  ever  to  appear  in

S P O K A N E  M A G A Z I h ' E .
One r r l  thc  g rea t  ca l l s  to  courage dur tng  a

war some thirt l ,  years ago was sounded thus:
We have nothing to fear but l 'ear i tsel l ' .  N ow,
pcrhaps, fear may' become a fr iend. l f  the
insane logic of nuclear prol i ferat ion is not

cnough to scarc us into doing away with the

tools of nuclear warfare. what is ' l

M  I . f C H  F I N L E Y

I ' d  l i ke  to  app laud your  nuc lcar  po in t  o l '
' ,  iew. Your "Publisher's N otes" discussed an
clusivc subject in such a sophist icated. re-
laxed manner that I 'm certain you changed
some minds  and.  too .  encouraged o thers  to
cont inue to  take  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  wor ld
pcace and the preservation of man.

I - A R R Y  B R O W N

Your  a r l i c le  "A  Koan fo r  Our  T ime"  was
nros t  appropr ia te  fo r  a l l  o fus .  The everyda l '
busl '-ness of our l ivcs tends to cloud over
concern  fo r  the  b igger  p ic tu re .  Whcn our
own SPOKAT-h  MA( iAZINE he lps  us  a l l  to
th ink  g loba l l y ' ,  I  app laud you.

Nuc lear  d isarmament  i s  perhaps  the  b ig -
gcst issuc that faces the world, and i t  is only
th rough respons ib le  med ia  tha t  we can be
sens i t i zed  to  what  i s  go ing  on  in  tha t  a rena.
ln  1945.  onc ten-k i lo ton  bomb k i l led  130.000
peop lc .  Today,  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and the
S o r , i e t  U  n i o n  p o s s e s s  5 0 . 0 0 0  n u c l e a r
wcapons most of them thousands ol t imes
more powerful than thc Hiroshima bomb.
ln  ha l fan  hour  a l l  thc  c i t ies  in  the  nor thern
hemisphere can be destroyed. and the Spo-
kane area would be one of the f irst.

On May 2, at a Waging-Peace Conference
a t  H a r \  a r d  D i v i n i t y  S c h o o l .  e c o n o m i s t
Kenneth Galbraith said. "After a nuclear
exchange. not cven tht:  most ardent ideo-
logue is going to be able to tel l  the ashes of
Communism from the ashes of free enter-
p  r i se .  "

E I ) W A R I )  B .  L I N D A M A N

THE CHIEF RESPONDS
. l  

i u r  Conno r ' s  a r t i c l c  i n  t hc  . l  une .  l 9 l J  I  i s suc

( , 1  \ l ' (  ) K  \ \ l  \ 1 . \ ( ; . \ / l \ l  | a i s i n p  q u ! : t l o n :

r ubou t  po l i c c  r i o l c t . t c c  dcn tands  : i  r c sponsc .

[ . cga l  cou t r sc l .  hou ' c re r .  ac l v i ses  aga ins t  c l e -

t a i l i ng  spcc i l i c  r csponses  t o  t hc  r cpo r t cd

comp la i n t s  aga ins t  po l i c c  o l ' f  i c c r s .

Each  o1 '  t hc  i nc i dcn t s  r c l c r r cd  t o  i n  S I 'O -

K . , \ \ l :  N4A( iAZ l \ l r  has  bccn  i n r cs t l ga t cd  b1 '

t he  po l i c c  depa r lmcn t .  Ou r  u ' o r k  $as  madc

n ro rc  d i f ' f  i cu l t  bccausc  o t  a  l ack  o l  coopc ra -

t i on  on  t hc  pa r t  o l  so t t t c  o t  t hc  c t l r . t l p l a i nz rn t s

and  c l uc  t o  t he  l ac t  t ha t  no t  a l l  t hc  i n l o rma-

l i on  p ro r  i dcd  t o  M  r .  ( ' onn t t r  l o r  t hc  a r t i c l e

i s  accu ra te .
Bascd  on  t hc  t o ta l i l \ ' o l  i n l o rn ta t i on  t ha t  I

have revic* 'cd rcgarding thc sub. icct  of  cx-

ccss i ve  po l i c c  l i r r c c .  I  bc l i c re  t ha t  Spokane

po l i c c  o l f i ce r s  i i r c  consc io t t s  o l  t hc  nccd  t o

c re  r c i s c  ca re l i r l  . j udgmc t i t  i n  t hc  use  o f  a r . t

app rop r i a t c  amoun t  o t  l o r cc  i n  o re r comtng

rcs i s t ance .  Anv  f o r cc  bc l ond  t ha t  l e r c l  u ' i l l

no t  bc  t o l e ra l cd .
- l  

he  exp rcsscd  concs rns  o f  M  r .  Conno r  as

to  t he  cc r t a i n t )  t ha t  a  con lp l a i n t  wou ld  bc

taken  t ' r om  a  c i t i zen  q ' hcnc l c r  hc  o r  she

u i shcd  t o  r nakc  a  con rp l a i n t  d i d  have  son le

mc r i t .  I n  a  con t i nu ing  c - f f o r t  t o  be  respon -

s rb l e  t o  t he  l eg i t ima tc  nceds  o1 'Spokane ' s

ci t izcns.  our procedures have been fur thcr

c l a r i f  i ed  t o  i nsu rc  t ha t  c i t i Tens  w i l l  be  hea rd

p romp t l ) ' .
' I  

h c  u ' o r k  o1 ' a  po l i ce  o f f  i ce r t oda f  i s  d i f f i -

cu l t .  Rcspec t  l b r  anv  k i nd  o f  au tho r i t f  i s

d i scou rag ing l v  l ou ' .  l n  l i gh t  o1 ' t he  assau l t i r . c

behavior  d ispla l 'ed against  of f icers (42 ol f i -

cers assaul tcd in 1980: 35 of f icers assaul ted

in  t he  f  i r s t  s i x  mon ths  o f  l 9 t i l )  t he  r es t r a rn t

t hey '  c xh ib i t  i s  comme ndab l c .

Spokanc  has  a  good  po l i ce  l o r ce .  I  am

proud  t o  be  a  membc r  o f  ou r  depa r tmcn t .

RoBI,trr 
?fiil,_l1li:

Editor's note: Sp()kane Magazine replies on
page 20.

6

You have performed what must be the high-
est role of journal ism: to crystal l ize thought
and catalyze action on a human issue of
enormous sca le  in  our  t ime.  A  compel l ing
phrase l ike "mutant logic" can only be the
result of the journey of a lucid mind through
a complex and threatening labyrinth.

As distressing as developments l ike the
neutron bomb are, efforts l ike your's aff irm
for me what I  must bel ieve: that peace i . t
possible. I 'm sure that others wil l ,  after read-
ing the August issue, feel as chal lenged as I
do to help make i t  haPPen.

A L I - E G R A  A S K M A N

Wi l l i am  Young ' s  v i v i d  dep i c t i on  o f  wha t  has

already happened twice too of ten in our

wo r l d .  Pau l  Qu inne t t ' s  
"Pa rab l c "  and  W i l l i -

am  S t imson ' s  
"Nuc l ca r  War  as  a  Loca l

lssue" wcre ar t ic les worth! '  of  th is nat ion 's

f i nes t  pub l i oa t i ons .  The i r  wo rds  b rough t

home the gr im rcal i t l '  that ,  indeed, th is
" i s sue "  i s  l i ke  no  o th t : r  and  t ha t  a l l  peop l c  o l

good  consc ience  and  l ove  f o r  t h i s  wo r l d  had

bc t t e r  soon  beg in  speak ing .  So  many  pas -

sagcs  I i n  
"A  Koan  Fo r  Ou r  T ' ime " ]  we re  s6

penc t ra t i ng  and  mov ing  t ha t  I  cou ld  no t

hc l p  bu t  r ead  t hem a loud  t o  f r i ends  who

\\ 'crc ncar.  I  commcnd you on your couragc

in  spcak ing  t hough t s  wh i ch  d i s t u rb .

t  am  a  Ca tho l i c  p r i es t  and  I  hope  t o  soon

p reach  t o  t he  peop le  o l  m1 'pa r t sh  commun l -

t )  on  t hese  ques t i ons .  You r  wo rds  have

he lpcd  mc  i n  choos ing  t o  do  so .  I  am  p roud

t h a t  u c  h a r c  . u c h  p e o p l c  l r s  r o u r  c o n t r i b u -

t o r s  and  such  a  pe r i od i ca l  as  SPOKAN F -

l v lAC ;AZ lNh  i n  ou r  commun i t - v .  1 -hank  1 ' ou .

K [ \ ' l \  co l )D
S t .  M r r \ ' \  I { o n t a n  (  a t h o l i c  C h u t c h

With  so  man l 'pe  op le  in  Spokane in  favor  o f
r r l l  t h e  n c u  n u e l c a r \  c a p ( ) n l )  5 o t h a t  u c c a n
"keep up  or  ge t  ahead"  o l  the  l {uss ians .  I

t h i n k  r o u  \ \ c r c  \ c r \  b r a r e  l . , r  p r i n t  t h r e c
conr , inc ing  ar t i c les  ques t ion ing  thc  cor rec t -
ncss  o l  such a  theor l ' .

CAROI-  L .  JO\ I -S

"A Koan for Our Time" states eloquently

and precisely how I have been feel ing for a

long t ime.  In  essence.  tha t  we are  in  a

downward, destructive cycle caused by a
mi l i ta ry  log ic  tha t  s ta tes  we must  "a rm [o r
oeace" and which creates an incredible ten-

i ion amongst humanity. This cycle not only
creates more destructive nuclear weapons
and a greater chance of nuclear holocaust,
but i t  also creates a deeper sense of helpless-
ness among the sane and the practical.

Those of us who look at the insanity of the
Catch22 of deterrence stand in horror as we

see the nuclear temperature r ise but what
of these men who are world leaders, can they
not  see th is  hor ro r  a lso .  Are  the  ones  in
power as helpless as those of us who are
fol lowers' l  Possibly another koan would be,
"Who is more powerful than a powerless

leader?"
Could i t  be that no one knows where to

s top  th is  insan i ty?  That  we are  a l l  par t  o f  a
logic that wi l l  go on no matter how much


