
No.q-acOY. 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
 

OF SPOKANE COUNTY, WASIDNGTON
 

IN THE MATTER OF SETTLING HUSS v. )
 
SPOKANE COUNTY, U.S. DISTRICT COURT ) RESOL UTION
 
CAUSE NO. CV-05-180 FVS )
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Revised Code of Washington, Section 
36.32.120(6), the Board of County Commissioners of Spokane County has the care of County 
property and the management ofCounty funds and business; 

WHEREAS, Shawn Huss filed a Complaint for Violations of Civil Rights Class Action 
against Spokane County on June 13,2005 in Cause No. CV-05-l80 FVS. On July 14,2005 Mr. 
Huss filed an Amended Complaint for Violations of Civil Rights and on December 21,2005 Mr. 
Huss filed a Second Amended Complaint for Violations ofCivil Right Class Action; 

WHEREAS, following mediation, the Washington Counties Risk Pool, Spokane County 
Risk Manager and the Prosecuting Attorney's Office recommend the Board of County 
Commissioners fully settle and resolve this matter as set forth in the "Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Settlement" attached hereto as Attachment "A"; 

WHEREAS, the Board ofCounty Commissioners concurs with this recommendation; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of 'County 
Commissioners of Spokane County that the Chairman of the .Board or a majority of. th~ Board 
authorizes and confirms settlement of the above captioned cause of action as recommended. This 
approv~l is only effective ifapproved by the U.S. District Court. 

ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Spokane County, Washington this 
J f'h day of 09. 
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CONFIDENTIAL - PROTECTED BY EVIDENCE RULE 408 

SENT VIA EMAil. 

Mr. Breean L. Beggs Mr. Jeffry K Finer 
ChiefCatalyst Senior Litigator 
'Center for Justice Center for Justice 
35 West Main, Suite 300 3S West Main, Suite 300 
Spokane, WA 99201 . Spokane, WA 99201 . 

Re: Huss v. Spokane County Class Action Lawsuit-

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
REGARDING·SETTLEMENT 

Dear Mr. Beggs and Mr. Finer: 

This letter is to summarize the settlement agreement reached at mediation on June 11,2009 
with mediator, Chris Goelz, of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. As you are aware, the parties 
have agreed t9 settle the class for a not-to-exceed gross amount of $491,668.00. This gross 
amount will be divided into two payment categories as set forth below. The first payment category 
will be used to compensate non-convicted class members and to provide enhanced mental health 
services to inmates in the Spokane County Jail. The second payment category will be used to pay 
attorney fees and cost, compensate the class representative, and to make a donation to the 
Washington Legal Foundation to provide future legal services in Spokane County available to all . 
class members. 

The proposed settlement class includes the class of individuals as defined by Judge Van 
Sickle in his August 25, 2008 order. Recovery for class members shall be pennitted as follows: 

Spokane County will pay 137% of any un-refunded claims made by non-convicted class 
members. The County will pay 37% of previously refunded claims by non-convicted class 
members. Protocols for notification and claim disputes are to be negotiated by the parties. Total 
payments to non-convicted class members shall not exceed $231,668.00. Any and all funds that 
remain ofthe $231,668.00, after the time period expires to file a claim, shall go to Spokane County 
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Jail to be used for inmate mental health services. These funds must be dedicated to a new or 
enhanced program and not used to repay costs or expenses fi'om existing mental health services. 

Spokane County will also pay a total of $260,000.00 to be used as follows: A portion of 
this fund may be used for attorney fees and costs, as detennined by the court. Class counsel may 
allocate a portion ofthis fund. to class representative, Sha'WIl Huss. Any residual amount remaining 
in this fund will go to the Washington Legal Foundation to be spent in Spokane County on legal 
services to fonner jail inmates as agreed upon by the parties. For purposes of attorney fees, the 
court may consider fees based from the total of this settlement, which equals $491,668.00. 
However, in no case will attorney fees and costs exceed $260,000.00. 

Spokane County will act as the trustee for settlement funds and administer the claims 
procedure in this matter. Spokane County will be subject to audit, while perfonning these duties, 
at the request of class counsel. 

These settlement tenns outlined above are subject to approval by the Spokane County 
Commissioners and by the district court. The parties agree to use their best efforts to finalize and 
execute a stipulation and agreelnent of settlement, schedule a fairness hearing, provide notice· to 
the class, and obtain court approval ofthe settlement. The parties further agree to pursue the terms 
above in good faith.. 

Please confirm your agreement with the above terms. 

a' ceBeggs 
BY:~~-bI~..:,s.~--\:---::;_-

B 
Center for Justice 
35 West Main Street) Suite 300 
Spokane, WA 99201 
Phone: 509-747-4900 
Email: breean@cforjustice.org 

By. ~L~"J-fi;r 
Jeffry Keith Finer 
Center for Justice 
35 West Main Street, Suite 300 
Spokane, WA 99201 
Email: jeffry@finer-bering.com 

By:, ---:-_=-----::::--_ 
Class Representative, Sha'WIl Russ 

hael A. Patterson, WSBA 7976 
Patterson Buchanan Fobes Leitch & Kalzer, Inc. 
2112 Third Avenue, Suite 500 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Phone: 206-462-6700 
Email: map@patterso?buchanan.com 
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