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By Tim Connor

he two Spokane po l i ce  o f f i cers
apparent ly  had reason to  be  sus-
picious. Fridal night was more
than two hours  in to  Saturday
m o r n r n g .  M a 1 ,  3 1 .  I 9 8 0 .  a n d  i t

wasn ' t  a t  a l l  c l ea r  wha t  t he  f ou r  men  s tand -
i ng  benca th  t he  Wash ing ton  T rus t  Bank
s ign  we re  up  t o .  As  t hey  con t i nued  no r t h  on
Monroe Street  one of  the of f icers could scc a
f i f t h  pc r son  i n  a  ca r  pa rked  nea r  t hc  bank ' s
d r i r  e - i n  b a r .  A t  l h c : a m c  t i m c .  i r  w a :  a p p a r -
en t  t he  f ou r  mcn  on  t he  co rno r  we rc  a rgu ing :
amp le  cause  t o  t u rn  a round  and  i nves t i ga te .
" l t  appea red . "  o f f i ce r  Ea r l  J .  Enn i s  wou ld
l a te r  w r i t e  i n  h i s  r epo r t .  " t ha t  poss ib l r , a  f i gh t
was  abou t  t o  s t a r t . "

A  f i gh t  was  abou t  t o  s t a r t ,  and  when  i t
d id,  Off icer  Ennis would be one of  the f igh-
ters.  When i t  was over.  20-year o ld Angelo
K iou rkas  wou ld  be  l y i ng  on  t he  s i dewa l k .
I ' a ce  down ,  i n  a  pudd le  o f  b l ood .  He 'd  a l so
be under arrest ,  accused of  a fc lony;  Kiour-
kas  had  wan ton l y  assau l t ed  O f f i ce r  Enn i s .
t he  po l i ce  wou ld  r epo r t .
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Ange lo  K iourkas ,  on  the  o ther  hand.
would add his name to a growing l ist of
people who feel they've been vict ims of ex-
cessive and unjusti f ied force wielded by
Spokane pol ice off icers. Kiourkas would
try, without success, to bring his side of the
story to the attention of Off icer Ennis'super-
io rs  in  the  po l i ce  depar tment .  Though the
department claims al l  al legations of pol ice
misconduct are investigated, Kiourkas is not
the only one to have found i t  is dif f icult  or
imposs ib le  to  ge t  the  po l i ce  to  l i s ten  to  a
compla in t .

l 'he third degree assault charge against
Kiourkas was eventual ly reduced to simple
assault,  a misdemeanor. "There was the
quest ion , "  Spokane Prosecutor  Dona ld
Brockett explained. "of whether or not Of-
f icer Ennis provoked the f ight." Even the
srmple assault charge could have resulted in
a f inc of up to $500 or six months in jai l ,  or
bo th .  But  a l though he  had,  a l leged ly ,
punched and broken the  nose o f  a  po l i ce
o f f i cer  r . r  h i le  res is t rng  ar resr  and.  in  th i  p ro-
cess, destroyed $250 worth of the off icer 's
proper ty ,  a  judge wou ld  f ine  K iourkas  on ly
$30 in f ines and court costs in exchanse for a
gui l ty plea.

I t  d id  no t  take  long tha t  n igh t  on  M onroe
Street for Off ice r Ennis and his nartne r.  Of-
f i c e r  R i c k  A l b i n .  r o  f i n d  t h e r e  $ a \  n o  r h r c a l
be ing  posed to  the  bank .  bu t  backup un i ts
were alrcady on the wav. 

' l  
hree ol the men

on the  corner .  K iourkas .  Rober t  A l len .  19 .
and Greg Samis ,20 ,  wcre  together  and the i r
s to ry  j ibed  w i th  tha t  o f  a  four th  man.  a
27-year-old whose name was . lohnson. The
three  younger  men had been h i tchh ik ing
and had mistaken the long-haired si lhou-
e t tes  o fJohnson and another  man as  those
of"chicks" and had motioned for their car to
stop. The three then turned down the off 'erec
r ide  and K iourkas '  exp lanat ion  o f  the  mis -
take hadn't set well  with J ohnson. Thev were
argu ing .  bu t  no l  on  rhe  rc rge  o t  a  f i . i f i gh t .
thel '  al l  agrccd, when the pol icemcn ap-
proached. As the off icers began to ask for
identi l ' icat ion the f irst backuo ool ice unit
a r r i r  c d .

Of f i cer  Enn is '  repor t  s ta ted :  "K iourkas

made some remarks  about  shoot ing  us  .  .  . "
Off icer James Powell ,  the f irst backup to
arrrve, reported: "Al len stated that i f  he had
a gun he  wou ld  k i l l  bo th  o f f i cers .  .  . "  K iour -
kas  ins is ts  he  made a  remark .  upon see ing
the  backup un i ts  a r r i v ing .  "You 'd  th ink



somebod-v  had been shot . "  H is  f r iend .  A l len .
reca l led : "Bud IK iourkas ]  sa id  someth ing  to
the effect that there were enough pol icemen
there  .  i t  was  l i ke  one o f  us  shot  somebody. "

- fherc  
was no  gun.  Yet .  w i thout  ha l ' ing

been searched.  K iourkas  was pu t  in  the  back
seat  o f  the  pa t ro l  car  on  the  corner .  Whi le
s i t t ing  thcre ,  K iourkas  heard  the  po l i ce
rad io  repor t  a  "h i t "  on  Samis '  name an
outs tand ing  war ran t  fo r  fa i l ing  to  appcar  on
a t ra f f i c  c i ta t ion .  K iourkas  was le t  ou t  o f  the
car: Samis put in in his Place.

ln recal l ing thc moments afte r Samis was
ar res ted ,  there  is  on lY  one common denomi -
na tor  in  the  po l i ce  vers ion  and tha t  o f  the
young men.  A l len  and K iourkas  were  to ld  to
leave the  scene and they  d id  no t l  bo th  admi t
tel l ing the pol ice the-v were not gorng to
leave. that they had done nothing wrong.
Then th ings  go t  v io len t .  The po l i ce  c la imed
it was an unprovoked assault on Off icer En-
n is .  Both  K iourkas  and Samis  sav  Enn is
knocked K iourkas  to  thc  s t ree t  be fore  the
fists started 11y' ing. First the pol ice r,ersion.

From Off icer Ennis'  rePort:
Offrcer Pouell  told them IKiourkas and

A I  len]  ser era I  t imes t  o get  out  of  the st  rect  and

thel  to ld Powel l  to go ahead and wr i te them a

t i c kc t  and  t ha t  t hey ' r ca l l y 'wan ted  h im  t o  do
just  that .  At  thrs t ime I  got  out  [o l  thc patro l

car]  and to ld Kiourkas he was under arrest  lor

disorder ly conduct .  He was st i l l  ta lk ing about

f ight ing us and was pul l ing away'  l rom me

u'hi le I  was going to put  h im in the car.  I  to ld

Kiourkas as he uas struggl ing i f  he was going

to f ight  to do what he was going to and hc then

pul led completc l l '  away.  I  went to grab him

again and he s l ruck mc in the face and a I lght

ensued.

From Off icer  Powel l 's  rePort :

Kiourkas was wi th Al len and the) '  both re-

fused [ to ge1 out  of  the street  ]  Al len began

demanding that  th is of f icer  wr i te h im a t rcket

and Kiourkas to ld me to take of f  ml  badge so

we could f ight .  Kiourkas at  th is point  u 'as

P h o t o g r a p h y  b y  M a x  G a n o

l ,e l l ing and screaming.  C)f l icer  Ennrs ap-

p roachcd  K iou rkas  and  commen ted  on

K iou rkas ' p roposa l  t o  f i gh t  and  t o l d  h im  he

u'as under arrcst .  Kiourkas then struck OlTicer

Ennis u ' i th a c losed I is t  and broke the of f icer 's

creglasses which uent  f l f ing f rom his face.  l t

a lso appearcd thc ol f icer  sustained facia l  in-

.1ury '  as b lood aPPeared.

K iou rkas ' v i ew  i s  qu i t e  d i f f e ren t .  He  sa id

hc approached Off icer  Ennis to ask how

much money would be needed to get  Samis

b a i l e d  o u t  o f j a i l  a n d  t h c n

He [Off iccr  Ennis]  said Greg would havc to

take care of  i t  and that  I  should leave.  He then

told me to get  up on the curb.  I  got  up on the

cu rb  and  sa id . 'No .  I 'm  no l  go ing  t o  l eave . '  He

then cal led me a smart  ass and pushed me.

Then he star ted to take ofT his jacket  and I

said.  ' l 'm not  going to f ight  you but  i f  you

se ren ' t  a  cop  I ' d  bea t  t he  sh -ou t  o f  you  'He

said 'Come on'and pushed me to the ground

on Monroe Street .  Af ter  I  got  up he star ted
juking l ike he was going to f ight  and I  turned

to the other of l icer  and asked. ' ls  th is r ight ' l

Can he do th is ' l '  The other of f icer  turned

a\\ a\"

Kiourkas,  a former h igh school  wrest ler ,

c la ims i t  was the of f icer  who threw the f i rs t

f i r . 'e  punches;  that  he blocked them al l  and

then  knocked  Enn i s  back  i n t o  t he  sh rubs

beneath the bank s ign.

Hc fe l l  on his back and la id there.  I  had a

hold of  h is shir t  wi th my f is t  ra ised.  but  I  d idn' t

h i t  h im [again] .  I  got  up and was standing over

him. l ike i t  was al l  over.  when another cop

came up behind me and grabbed me around

thc  ncc I  u i t h  a  cho le  ho ld .

Kiourkas c la ims i t  was then that  Ennis got

up of f  the ground and threw the punches

that  broke his nose.  He remembers golng

down to the s idewalk,  wi th the neck hold

s t i l l  on  h im .  be fo re  b l ack i ng  ou t .

Samis.  seated in the patro l  car  l5-20 feet

away, ra id he had an unobstructed v iew of

the l ight .  His vers ion:

I t  was st i l l  pret ty quiet  at  th is t ime and I

could hear what was bcing said.  
- Ihe 

cop to ld

him IKiourkas]  to get  out  of  the street  or  he

would wr i tc  h im a t icket .  I  heard Bud sa1
'Sorry 'as he stepped up onto the curb.  l 'hc

cop said.  'So you th ink -vou're prel t ) '  smart .
huh?'and pushed him into the street  agarn and

this t ime Bud went down. He got  up and
pu rhcd  h im  lEnn i s l  and  t he r  uen t  a t  i t .

I ' d  sa l  t hc r c  ue rc  5 i x  o r  : e \  en  cop \  i l and in ! :

r ight  b) '  there just  watching to see that  Bud

didn' t  get  away.  Not one cop had come olcr  t t r

help them. They just  let  them brawl.
Bud was get t ing the best  of  h im. He had thc

pol iceman down and was on top of  htm When

he got  o lT him some othe r  cop jumped on him

from behind and put  h im down to the ground

to put  the handcuffs on him. Af ter  Bud u 'as

handcuffed one of them [an officer] helped the

cop up and r ight  then Bud was cuf led.  lv ing on

his stomach. T 'he cop star ted swinging at  h im.
k i ck i ng  h im  i n  t hc  r i b . .  t  he r c  uas  no th i ng

Bud  cou ld  do .  I  he  cop  ua \  gc r t i ng  t hem i n

there any way he could.  l -o the face.  e!er \ ' -
u here.  jur t  real l l  n ice shots.

Spokane Magazine:  
- I 'h is  

was af ter  Kiour-

kas was handcuffed'l

Samis:  Yes.

SM: Are you sure ' l

Samis:  Yes.
Al l  three young men Al len,  Samis and

Kiourkas-c la im that  Kiourkas was assaul t -

ted by a police officer after he had becn

subdued by another of f icer .

The fact  that  there are two very d i { lerent

s ides to the story is  the ru le rather than thc

except ion in cases of  a l leged pol ice brutal i ty .

The arrest  v ict im and his companions have

one story,  the pol ice have another qui te d i f -

ferent .  and one would have to th ink twice

before fu l ly  bel iev ing or  d iscarding ei ther.

The rc  was .  howere r .  ano the r  w i t ness  l o

the arrest  of  Angelo Kiourkas.

Larry Marchioro.  a 3O-year-old Kaiscr-

Trentwood employee. says he and a f r iend

were heading home from a party at  a down-

town restaurant .  dr iv ing north on Monroe.
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when they noticed several pol ice cars and
off icers. I t  was his fr iend, Marchioro says,
who yel led, "Look, that cop just hit  that
kid!" as their car passed the corner. They
quickly turned off to park and Marchioro
says he ran over to within feet of where the
struggle was taking place. He remembers
seeing one youth sit t ing in a patrol car.

"I  couldn't  bel ieve i t ,"  Marchioro says.
"The kid was on his stomach and they were
beating his face into the ground. I  remember
thinking, 'Why would these pol ice off icers
be standing around lett ing this go on?'Even
if he'd robbed the bank. he didn't  deserve a
beating l ike that."

Marchioro said that although he could
not remember seeing handcuffs on the
young man on the sidewalk, he did recal l
that his hands were behind his back and not
moving, "He couldn't  do anything."

It  was that one cop who was pushing his
face into the ground. There was so much
blood I thought he'd been shot, his face was
just a complete mess. The kid kept saying, ' l
didn't  do nothin' ,  stop, please. ' l  couldnt be-
l ieve i t .  I  came so close to hit t ing that cop
my'self. I was three feet from him.
Marchioro said he cal led the pol ice de-

partment when he got home and talked to a
desk off icer, tel l ing him he wanted to report
what he'd seen. "The cop l istened and said,
'We'l l  look into i t .  thanks " '

The Spokane Police Department says i t
has no record of Marchioro's comolaint.

." *n,r.  ,*,  he doesn't  bel ieve
the Spokane Police Department
has a problem with pol ice brutal i-
t y .  Whi te ,  SPD's  deputy  ch ie f ,

says he's surprised that the department, for a
law enforcement agency i ts size, doesn't  re-
ceive more complaints against pol ice off ic-
e rs .

"You know," White said, " l 'm surprised
at the crap these guys put up with on the
streets and st i l l  keep their cool."

There are few who wish to argue that
point with White. For the most part,  those
who work with the county's cr iminal just ice
system-part icularly the judges and public
defenders who handle the bulk of cr iminal
cases have good things to say about the
overal l  qual i ty of the department's off icers.
Some,  w i thout  inv i ta t ion  to  do  so ,  go  ou t  o f
the i r  way  to  c i te  ins tances  they  know o f
where off icers showed extraordinary res-
t ra in t  in  hand l ing  s i tua t ions  in  wh ich  they
were being showered with explet ives, taunts
and sp i t .

Yct. there is no blanket endorsement of al l
pol icc behavior. There are what Judge
James Murphy  ca l led  "smolder ing  ques-
t ions"  about  a  re la t i ve ly  smal l  number  o f
SPI) off icers who may be brutal izing their
arrest vict ims. Nobody's l ist of "suspects" in
b lue  un i fo rms amounts  to  more  than a
dozen name s. and most of the names are on
more  than one source 's  l i s t .  There  is .  how-
ever. an admission from those within the
local cr iminal just ice system that the instan-

-to

ces of pol ice brutal i ty may be greater than
they are able to acknowledge. After al l ,  ex-
cessive force on the part ofa pol ice off icer is
a most dif f icult  thing to prove and i t  seldom,
if  ever, would be proven in a criminal court-
room where the arrested suspect, not the
police off icer, or off icers, is on tr ial .  I t  has
been three years since an SPD off icer has
been charged with assault ing an arrested
suspect.

On Apr i l  6 th ,  SPOKANE MAGAZINE
went  to  Spokane Po l ice  Ch ie f  Rober t
Panther with a l ist of nine cases investigated
for this art icle. At the same t ime, SPOKANE
MAGAZINE requested face-to-face inter-
views with more than a dozen off icers in-
volved in the incidents in question. Panther
referred our inquir ies to Dep. Chief White
and i t  was White. two days later, who re-
ported that the department would not re-
lease any "specif ic" information about any
of the incidents in question. Although White
agreed to del iver writ ten notices to the off i-
cers  in fo rming  them o f  SPOKANE MAGA-
ZINE'S desire to meet with them. the mes-
sages were del ivered with instruct ions from
the department that, "You wil l  not be inter-
viewed." No off icers were interviewed: al l
the pol ice reports referred to in this art icle
were obtained outside the department.

As to why the department wouldn't  talk,
S P O K A \ F  M A C A Z I N E  r e c e i v e d  r \ \ o  a n -
swers. The f irst.  which came in a letter from
city assistant counsel Richard Robinson,
was that some of the cases had resulted in
l i t igation against the City of Spokane.
Those cases that hadn't resulted in l i t igation
or claims against the city were not to be
discussed by the off icers. nor anybody else at
SPD. on the grounds that: "To discuss those
publicly could encourage potential l i t igat ion
or  c la ims. "

The second reason came from Dep. Chief
White himself and was simply: " l  don't  feel
as though the off icers have to sit  down and
be interviewed about these [cases]. They are
within-the-deoartment matters. "

a a a

hat began asjust another day in
the  l i fe  o f  a  25-year -o ld  insu-
rance salesman named Roland
LeBlanc  ended in  a  ja i l  ce l l  w i th

the fear of one part icular Spokane pol ice
off icer etched indel ibly on his mind.

On the  even ing  o f  Feb.  9 .  1980.  LeBlanc
was returning to the city from the Spokane
Valley when he decided to visi t  a fr iend,
Brenda Lee K ish .  and Mrs .  K ish 's  th ree
ch i ld ren .  Mrs .  K ish  wasn ' t  home.  From the
doorstep LeBlanc saw two teenage gir ls.
ne i ther  o f  whom he k rew.  bu t  no  ch i ld ren .
One of the gir ls was Mrs. Kish's babysit ter,
the  o ther  was a  f r iend  o f the  babys i t te r  who.
as i t  turned out, was in the home against
Mrs. Kish's wishes. When the babysit ter
came to  the  door ,  LeBlanc  s tepped in  the
house, something he would later be charged
wi th  c r im ina l  t respass  fo r  do ing .  Moments
after LeBlanc entered. Mrs. Kish's chi ldren
came upstairs from the basement and one of

them, 7-year-old Holly Kish, ran over to
LeBlanc in tears complaining of something
in her eye.

Meanwhile, the babysit ter 's fr iend, who
had telephoned her own home before Le-
Blanc knocked on the door and continued
talking after LeBlanc entered, described
what was happening, and apparently sug-
gested there was a problem (LeBlanc was
never accused of threatening the two gir ls).
While LeBlanc was st i l l  seated on the couch
attending to Holly Kish's eye, the fr iend's
well-meaning mother and a neighbor, 54-
year-old Chester Robinson, entered the
home. After a verbal standoff last ing several
minutes, LeBlanc tr ied to leave the house. I t
was then that a scuff le between LeBlanc and
Robinson took place and LeBlanc, a student
of karate, kicked Robinson in the face. f led
to his parked pickup on the street, and
drove off.  Although LeBlanc has been found
guil ty of simple assault in both Distr ict and
Superior Court for kicking Robinson, he
sti l l  insists i t  was self-defense. ln a separate
tr ial  before Distr ict Court Judge Charles S.
Dorn, LeBlanc was acquitted of the criminal
trespass charge.

LeBlanc says he was bleeding from a
scratch on his neck when he f led the Kish
residence. He says he drove home, changed
clothes, and drove his wife's car to a local gro-
cery store. He says he intended to cal l  Mrs.
Kish and tel l  her what had happened as soon
as he returned from the store. While Le-
Blanc was shopping, he was summoned to
the store's telephone by a clerk. The cal ler
was his wife, Shir ley.

"Shir ley was crying." LeBlanc said, "and

a l l  she  cou ld  say  was 'Come home,  bu t  don ' t
take the car. '  I  knew there was a problem,
but I  didn't  know what i t  was."

LeBlanc says he quickly left  the store and
tr ied cal l ing his wife back from a phone
booth outside. The l ine was busy and he left
the booth.

I 'm in a trot on the way home wondering
what's wrong and I get a block. maybe a block
and a half from the store and I hear a loud
"He1 ! "Then another  loud "Hey! "Then I  hear
"Stop or I ' l l  shoot !  " and I stop and turn around
and see this gut coming toward me in the
dark .  I  am a t  a  dead s top  lac ing  h im and he
just blocked me $ i th his forearm ten or f i f teen
lee t  to  the  ground.  Next  th ing  I  know.  he  is  on
top of me. beating the hel l  out of me. throu ing
punches to the back of ml head and to my
kidne-vs. Then he grabs me bv the hair and
smashes mv face into thc ground.

LeBlanc claims that when a patrol car
arr ived at the scene he was l i f ted off the
ground and thrown several feet through the
a l r  on to  the  car 's  hood.  Then.  he  c la ims.
after being "spread-eagled" against the side
ofthe car to be searched, he was put back on
the ground and held dou'n by a loot on his
back .

LeBlanc  says  the  person who d id  th is  to
him is Spokane Police Off icer Ed Quist.

The arresting off icers. Quist and Off icerJ.
Lundgren, reported the\ ' \ \ ,ere told upon ar-
r i va l  a t  thc  K ish  res idence tha t  LeBlanc  had
forced his wal into the home. When Le-
Blanc walked out tht:  front door. the off icers



t-
reported they were told. Robinson fol lowed

him out and was immediately'  kicked in the

face by LeBlanc who then f led in his truck'

From the off icers'  report:  "Robinson

along with the others described the suspect

u, u *hit .  male (poss. ARAB) [sic] 20-25

1,ears .  5 "8"  to  5 '9 " .  130 lbs .  to  145 lbs '  '  "

With that information. the off icers re-

por ted .  the)  $ent  to  thc  res taurant  whcre

Mrs. Kish worked and contacted her'

Mrs. Kish recal ls the off icers arr iving at

the restaurant and tel l ing her there had been

a n  i n c i d e n t  a (  h e r  h o m e :  " l  w a s  i n  s u c h  a

Dain  wor r ied  about  the  k ids .  then he  [one o f

ihe off icers] said there had been a burglary

and asked i f  I  knew an Arab."

Mrs .  K ish  sa id  she thought  momentar i l )

of Arab fr iends of hers who l ive in Pul lman

and Por t land.  bu t  as  the  po l i cemcn con-

t inued with the physical descript ion of the

suspect  i t  sounded to  hcr  l i ke  they  werc  des-

cribing her fr iend Roland LeBlanc, who ts

not Aiab. She was asked: "Does Roland

LeBlanc have your permission to break into

vour  house l "  she  rep l ied .  "No one has  per -

mission to break into mY home "

Mrs. Kish said that one of the off icers

warned her  tha t  she  wou ld  be  ar res ted  fo r

harbor ing  a  fug i t i ve  i f  LeB lanc  came in to  the

restaurant and she did not noti fy the pol ice

She says she felt "intimidated and threa-

tened" bY the officer'
The two off icers'  next stop was the Le-

Blanc residence on N' Madelia where they

soot ted  LeBlanc 's  p ickup t ruck  ou ts ide '

Stt i t t .y LeBlanc met the off icers at the door

and. according to the off icers'report:
"We explained we had probable cause to

arrest Ledlanc for burglary and assault and

asked i f  he were there. She stated 'No'that

he had left  for the store in their orange VW "

It  was a very fr ightened Shir ley LeBlanc

who cal led the grocery store and asked for

her  husband.  She sa id  she thought  one o f the

off icers was too emotional ly involved in the

pursuit of her husband and. " l  didn't  know
^how 

they were going to treat Roland 
"

The o f f i cers 'nex t  s lop  \ \as  the  grocerv

s tore  and.  the l  rePor tcd :
We went inside and found nothing but upon

deparlure. were advised therc was a sublecl

using the phone on the west side of the bui ld-

ing. Rs we proceeded around the west side I

observed a subject running northbound on

Perry approaching Montgomery l  yel led at

the subject to stop, which he did turntng to-

ward me, I  yel led " l t 's the pol ice. we'd l ike to

ta lk  to  lou l "  A t  th is  po in t  he  tu rned and ran

northbound but was caught af ier a brief toot

chase a t  Car l i s lc  rnd  Per r r '  I  he  \ub icc t  u i l s

fr isked and advised ol his civi l  nghts * 'hr le

ua i t i ng  l o r  o thc r  o l f i ee r s  t o  a r r i r e  He : t i r t ed

his name was Roland Le Blanc at  which point

he  ua :  ad r i : ed  he  ua :  unde t  a r re \ t  l o r  l ' t

degree burglar-v and s imple assaul t '  cut led '

and placed in the rear of  veh #l83 LcBlanc

was extremely bclligerent and had a ver""-

cocky at t i tude toward these ot l iccrs '

LeBlanc,  when interv iewed by SPOKA-\E

MACiAZINE. said the arrest ing of f icer ,  dur-

ins and af ter  the arrest .  referred to htm sev-

. r i l  t i - . t  as 
"a f - - - ing Arab'"

LeBlanc wasn' t  the onl-v one who heard i t '

Dean Hoppman says he was watching TV

the night  of  LeBlanc's arrest  when he heard

noises coming f rom the street  on the south

s i de  o f  h i s  home .  
"A t  f i r s t  I  t hough t  i t  was

k ids . "  Hoppman  sa id .  
" bu t  i t  was  a  man ' s

voice.  
"

The noise,  which Hoppman descr ibed as
"cussing and swear ing."  prompted him to

l ook  ou t  h i s  w indow .  When  he  saw  l t  was  a

pol ice of f icer  and another man. Hoppman

walked out  on his porch.  Descr ib ing what he

saw, HoPPman said:
' fhe 

cop was doing al l  the shout ing.  the l l t t le

fe l la [ I -eBlanc]  was just  wondcr ing what the

hel l  u:as going on He was asking.  
"What d id I

do' l  What 's  going on'1"  1he cop was doing al l

r he  f i gh r i ng .  f he  on l i  r c s i s t i ng  t he  gu ]  uas

doingwas resist ing get t inghis head beat in He

was get t ing the sh--  k icked out  o l  hrm

SM: 
"How Iong did th is go on?"

I t  real ly  wasn' t  a l l  that  long.  a lu l l  mtnute

ma-vbe. He [the police officer] was punchlng

und k i .k ing the guy.  He had his knee on the

l i t t le  gu1' .  There was a l i t t le  punching.  k ick ing'

and gouging.  l t  was unnecessar-v.  that 's  lor

goddimn sure.  When he did handcuff  h im'  he

iiftea nim up by thc back of the shirt and the

handcuffs.  He didn' t  walk h im. he dragged

h im  abou t  l 5  f ec t  r he  l r t t l c  gu1 ' s  f ec t  * e re

just  barely tapping the ground and threw

i im  r i gh t  on  t oP  o f  t he  hood  KAW-

THUMPI  My  son  hea rd  wha t  uas  go ing  on

and I  remember turning around and asking

him. "Do you bel ieve th is ' l "  You know how

the r ' r e  suppo :ed  t o  pu t  )  ou  i n  t he  ca r  wa t ch

1'our head. p lace you in the seat  he [ the po-

i ice of f icer l just  shoved him ILeBlanc]  into the

car headfirst. right on the floorboard 
"

Hoppman. dur ing the interv iew said the

oot ice of f icer  had cal led 
" the guy" [LeBIanc]

an unusual  name. Hoppman. eat ing lunch

as he answered quest ions,  said he was t ry lng

to recal l  what he'd heard when'  wi th h is fork

hal fway between his p late and his mouth,  he

sudden l y  snapped " 'He  ca l l ed  h im  a

f-- - ing A-rab'  that 's  what i t  was'  I  re-

membei the cop saying,  
'How do you l ike

that  you f - - - ing A-rab?"

LeBlanc,  for  h is part .  c la ims the roughest

t r ea tmen t  he  rece i ved  t ha t  n i gh t  came  a f t e r

he ' d  been  removed  f r om the  po l i ce  ca r  a t  t he

Cit ) , -County Publ ic  Safety Bui ld ing'  He

,uu, h. *u. iotced by Officer Quist to literal-

l y i i s s  t he  f l oo r  t h ree  t imcs  on  t he  wa l  t o  j a i l

and.  once in a hold ing cel l '  was s lugged in

the face bY Quist .

f- , .  Spotu* 0.,".  O.Ou.,ment has

a nemesis on the Police brutal i tY
issue and her  name is  MarY Ann

I TriPP. For the Past Year and a half

Mrs .  Tr ipp  has  been a t  the  center  o l  an

b ly  w i tnesses  more  cour t  cases  than anvonc

else in Spokane County who doesn't  earn a

l iving in a courtroom. In the f irst year she

advert ised for complaints, Mrs. Tripp says'

she rece ived more  than 150 responses '  the

greater share against Spokane pol ice olf ic-

ers.
Mary Ann TriPP would be the f irst to

admi t  the  Spokane Po l ice  Depar tment

doesn't  take her seriously. She claims the

depar tment  has  been neg l iSent  in  in res t igu t -

ine the numerous al legations of pol ice bru-

ru i i t y  rh .  has  t r ied  to  b r ing  to  the i r  a t len t ion '

The department, in turn, insists Mrs' Tripp

is due no formal recognit ion for her efforts;

tha t  she  has  no  lega l  s tand ing  to  represent

other people bringing complaints agalnst

the department's off icers.
(Although a number of the complaints

compi led  by  Mrs .  Tr ipp  are  a lso  cases  rn -

volving as yet unresolved civi l  suits agatnst

the city, none of the al legations have yet

been proven in a courtroom. While most ol

the incidents cited in this art icle do appear

on CIV lL 's  l i s t  o f  a l leged ins tances  o f  po l i ce

bru ta l i t y ,  sPoKANE MACAZINE'S rnves t r -

sation was init iated and conducted inde-

pendent of CIvIL efforts)

" '

Dav id  Tr ipp  admi ts  i t  was  h is  mis take  1o

run from the pol ice that morning in Octo-

ber, 1979. Tripp had been out with a fr iend'

David Maas, celebrating Maas' 2lst birth-

day before they decided to leave Gatsby's

tavern  on  S.  Browne St .  l t  wasn ' t  un t i l  the)

neared North Central High School that the-v

noticed the f lashing l ights behind them'

Maas was dr i r  ing  and.  ra ther  than s top '  he

drove the  p ickup t ruck  th rough a  maze o f

tu rns  un t i l  i t  sk idded on  wet  leaves  in  thc

roaduay.  went  ou t  o f  con t ro l  in to  a  park

and struck a tree.
" l  was scared," Tripp recal led. " l  didn't

know what to do. He IMaas] wanted to sta] ' '

I  wanted to get out of there. I  wasn't  think-

ingra t iona l l y . "  Borh  f led .  Maas uou ld  a ro id

capture by hiding beneath some bushes

about 35 yards south of where Trtpp was

caughr .  He tu rned h imse l f  in  the  nex t  da1 '

First.  the pol ice version of David Tripp's

arrest from the report ofoff icer R Bragdon:

At  L inco ln  and Che lan .  I th t ]  haekup un i t

and I  caught  up  u i th  thc  ' t i l l  runn ing :u :pec t ' '
The suspccts spl i t-up I chased 1 rtpp and

[Off icer] Bennett went after Maas l  caught up

with l  r ipp tn a front yard and yel led for hrm to

stop. He stopped and turned toward mc wlth

his hands coming up in a boxer-t1pc stancc
M 1' momentum brought me ve ry close to nlm'

I gave him a l ight punch to his facc and then

\\ ' rest led him to the ground He struggled to

get up u'hrle I  attempted to gct ahold of his

i rm.  A t  th is  t ime Tr ipp  tu rncd  on  h is  s tomach
an t l  h r r t h  h i .  han t j s  ucn t  t o  t hc  I r o t t l  hc l l ; t r t l t

Fea r i ng  a  ueapon .  I  t o l d  h im  t o  ge t  h i s  hand :

in s ight  quickl l  l  r ipp ignored m) conlrnand

t  cou ldn l  pu l l  h i s  a rm  ou t  l  punchcd  h im  rn

the r ight  s ide of  h is head l 'h is  actron causcd

h i s  a tm  to  comc  ou t  and  I  s t a r t cd  t ( )  i l J t f r l \  i l n

arm bar.

A t  t h a t  p o i n t .  B r a g d o n  r c p o r t c d '  t u o

other of f icers came to asslst  ln restra ln lng

T r i on  and .  a f t e r  a  sho r t  s t r ugg le '  Tnpp  uas

i n fo rmal  c i t i zens  group known as  CIVI I '  ( fo r

Cit izens Investigating Violence In Law)' For

most  in ten ts  and purposes .  CIVI t '  i s  Mary

Ann Tr ipp .  a  Spokane dance teacher  o f  25

years who is making a second career out ol

being an angry mother turned concerned

c i t i zen .  She runs  ads  in  loca l  newspapers

ask ing .  peop le  who hare  compla in ts  aga ins t

lau  cn lo rcement  o t l i cc rs  1 ( )  con lac t  her '

writes cvery complaint down. kecps what

amount5  to  an  uno[ f  i c ia l  c l ipp ing  ser r  i ce  on

thc  Spokane Po l ice  Depar tment  and proba-
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a
handcuffed and led of f  to a pol ice car.

As  l o r  h i s  s i de  o f  t he  s to r y .  T r i pp  sa id  he
knew he was being chased by the pol ice

u  hen  he  hea rd  a  shou t  beh ind  h im .  "S top  o r
I ' l l  shoo t . "  He  d i d  s t op  and  t u rn  a round .  he

says .  t h i nk i ng .  " l 'm  no t  go ing  t o  ge t  sho t  f o r
t h i s . "

I  had both hands up.  I  turned around and
tsragdon was heading at  me down the s ide-
walk.  When hc got  a lew feet  away I  knew he
*as  go ing  t o  do  some th ing  and  I  may  have
mored nrv hands forward lc)  protect  m)sel f .
t le  . just  tackled mc to the ground.

After  h i t t ing the ground. Tr ipp said,  he
got s lugged hard twice in the lace and could
fee l  mo rc  t han  onc  pe rson  on  t op  o f  h im  as
hc  was  "ge t t i ng  tw i s t ed  a l l  a round . "

I  rcmember screaming,  "What are you do-
ing' l ! "  and " l  am not  resist ing!"  but  they
ueren' t  saving anything.  l t  was l ike they were
cn jof  ing i t .  l t  $ 'as iust  weird,  l ike they were
rc leasing lension.

T r i pp  c l a ims  he  had  been  ro l l ed  ove r  on to
his back ai ter  the handcuffs were placed on
him when onc of thc of f icers grabbed him by
the  ha i r  and  pu l l ed  h im  up  t o  h i s  f ee t .  He
remembers losing a c lump of  h is reddish hair
thc fo l lowing day.

There was a wi tness to the arrest  of  David
T r i pp ,  a  woman  who .  appa ren t l y  unknown
to thc pol ice.  was watching I ' rom a window
less  t han  20  i ee t  away .  The  woman ,  who
asked not  to be ident i f ied.  said she saw th is:

' I  
here were two pol icemen standing over a

kid who was ly ing on his stomach. One of  the
of f iccrs s lappcd the k id repeatedly on the

head. The boy was crying and yel l ing. " l  dtdn't
do anything!" At l i rst hc was lying on hrs
hands. Then he put his hands behind him and
was handcuffed. One ol l icer hit  him again and
ordered him to gct up. I  don't  know i{ the boy'
didn't  want to get up or i f  hc couldn't  get up.
but then the pol iceman.jerked him up b1' thc
harr.

The woman is a strong supportcr of the
police. ln fact. she was reluctant to come
forth: shc didn't  want her account of what
she saw to be used as a condemnation ol al l
pol ice off icers. But. she says, "What I  saw
jus t  wasn ' t  r igh t . "  In  re t rospec t  she  w ishes
she had turned on her porch l ight and
stepped out to ask the pol ice what was going
on. "Maybe i t  was the fact that he was crying
that got to me. I 'm a mother myself."

What happened to David Tripp is signif i-
cant for two reasons.

F i rs t ,  i t  was  thc  insp i ra t ion  Mrs .  Tr ipp
needed to start her CIVIL campaign. Se-
cond, Tripp's case i l lustrates the l icense the
police have in using physical force and just
how vulnerable an arrested suspect is should
the pol ice use excessive force.

Tripp was found gui l ty of resist ing arrest.
D is t r i c t  Cour t  Judge James M.  Murphy
ruled that because Tripp had ignored a po-
l ice off icer 's command to stop while he was
fleeing on foot from the scene of the acci-
dent. he had committed a crime. Although
Murphy permitted test imony about the al-
leged pol ice brutal i ty during Tripp's tr ial ,
Murphy ,  in  the  end,  po in ted  ou t  tha t  the
al leged abuse could not change the fact that

Tripp tr ied, knowingly, to elude the pol ice.
More to the point, i t  was Tripp who was
being tr ied before the court.  not the pol ice
off icers who arrested him. Murphy told
Tr ipp  tha t  h is  recourse  on  the  compla in t
against the off icers was to bring a civi l  suit .
something David Tripp has thus far chosen
not  to  do .

au l  Nadeau.  J im Rob ideaux and
Char les  Spr ing  weren ' t  found
guil ty of anything. But al l  were
roughed up by the pol ice and only

one of them, Spring, ever received what
might be cal led an apology from the City'  of
Spokane for his injury.

Nadcau.  30 .  i s  su ing  the  c i t i  o r  e r  an  inc i -
dent  tha t  occur red  in  December  o f  1979 in
the parking lot of the Pine Shed restaurant
on North Division. There are several wit-
ncsscs  SPOKANE MAGAZINE ta lked to  who
say  Nadeau had. jus t  f in ished break ing  up  a
f ight in the parking lot when he was grabbed
by a pol ice off icer and hurled to the pave-
ment. l f  anything. the witnesses say, Nadeau
had helped to stop a violent confrontat ion
by  res t ra in ing  a  rowdy drunk  as  the  po l i ce
arrived on the scene. After Nadeau's head
hit the pavement (creating a gash on his
forehead that required l3 st i tches to close).
he says the same off icer who threw him
down gr ipped h im in  a  neck  ho ld  un t i l ,  in  the
off icer 's own words, "He was nearly uncons-
c ious . "  Nadeau was taken to  ja i l  and  la te r
charged with obstructing an off icer. He was
found not gui l ty.

In  January  198 I  J im Rob ideaux*  was a t  a
par ty  a t  a  res idence on  N.  Hami l ton  St .
when several pol ice off icers entered the
house apparently in search of another man
for whom an arrest warrant had been issued.
Robideaux says he had just walked out of a
bathroom when he  saw the  backs  o f  two
police off icers. He'd retreated into a bed-
room when he saw, just outside in the hal l-
way. one of the off icers arresting the suspect
the-v had come in after. When he saw the
off icer making the arrest pry the suspect 's
wr is ts  beh ind  h is  back  and move them up to
just below the neck. Robideaux says he
shouted .  "You ' re  b reak ing  h is  a rm!"  Jus t
then, he says, another off icer strode into the
bedroom and slammed him against a wall
hard  enough to  cause h im to  lose  consc ious-
ness for a I 'ew moments.

" l  d idn ' t  know where  I  was . "  Rob ideaux
says ,  " l  s tood up  th ink ing  i t  was  a l l  over  and
as I walked through the door of the bed-
room I just kind of looked at him fthe off ic-
cr].  I  tr ied walking around him and he says,
'Where do you think you're going, punk'?'
and he grabbed me around the neck."

Says Mark Porder. a witness who later
test i f ied for Robideaux, " l  saw Jim iust as he

* Robideaur is the brother o.f John Robideaux,
advert is ins di ret tor  of  SPOKANE MAGA-
Z I N E. The magazine had al,ead)' begun collect-
ing inJormation for this stor-r' when the incident
inv o lving Ro bideaux oc c urred.
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was get t ing  up  o l l  thc  bcdroom f loor .  He go t
up  and s ta r ted  hcad ing  fo r  thc  door  Iback
door  o f  thc  house]  and somebod l ,  sa id .
'Where  do  you th ink  you ' re  go ing ' l ' and  the
nex t  th ing .  the  cop had h im around the
neck .  "

When Robidear-rx struggled. the off icer
repor ted .  " l  causcd h im to  pass  ou1. "  When
J im Rob idcaux  rega ined consc iousness  the
second t ime he  was p icked up  o l l  the  11oor
and taken to  ja i l .  Rob idcaux  was accused o f '
obstructing an off icer b-v interfering with the
arrcst bcing made in the hal lway. The off icer
he al legedly interlercd with. howevcr. was
not e\cn cal led to the stand to test i fy. an
omission in the prosecution's case cited by
. ludge . lohn  Madden when he  lound Rob i -
deaux not gui l ty,.

Chuck Spring's mistake the night of Au-
gus t  10 .  1979 was fo rge t t ing  a  paper  sack .
Spring. r, ice prcsident of Spokane 's Empire
Collect ion Co., had accompanied several
co-workers  to  the  Mainsa i l  Res taurant  on
N.  Wash ing ton  St .  tha t  n igh t .  A f te r  he 'd
f in ished d inner .  Spr ing  wa lked to  the  res tau-
ran t ' s  bar  and.  in  do ing  so .  fo rgo t  to  take
with him a sack he'd placed under his table
earl ier. Thc sack contained cash and checks
made out to the col lect ion company and
when the next party to sit  at the table disco-
vered thc sack. at lcast onc person removed
the  cash and took  i t  to  the  f ron t  desk  a t  the
Spokane Police Department. Two off icers
were dispatched to the Mainsai l  to investi-
gate.

Whcn thc off iccrs arr ived short lv after

midnight, their took a waitress aside and
asked her to check the table Spring had been
at earl ier and bring them the sack. The wai-
tress. Joyce Sheldon. says she told Off icer
G.  M.  Goodwin  tha t  she  had a l ready  found
the sack and returned i t  to Spring and that
"there was no problem." The off icers then
asked her to bring Spring, with his sack. ro
them in  the  doorway.  When Ms.  She ldon
told Spring the pol ice were interested in his
sack, Spring, who admits being "sl ightly in-
toxicated" at the t ime, says he reached down
and accidently picked up the sack by i ts
bo t tom,  sp i l l i ng  i t s  con ten ts  on  the  rug .  Ms.
She ldon a lso  uses  the  word  "sp i l l . "  The o f -
f icers. after having arrested Spring for dis-
orderly conduct, described i t  di f ferently.

"Spring was arrested after he had made
threats ol har"ing a gun in the Mainsai l  Res-
taurant. These statements were made after I
saw him throw the contents of a paper sack
on the f loor near the service bar."

Spr ing  den ies  say ing  any th ing  about  a
gun. and there was none. Sti l l .  as a former
mil i tary pol ice off icer, he says he under-
stands why the off icers wanted him out of
the lounge quickly i f  they. for whatever rea-
son, feared there was a gun in the sack.

Ms. Sheldon says she started to reach
down and help Spring pick up what had
spil led but Spring grabbed her by the wrist
and told her to " leave i t ."  Then, she says, the
two off icers stepped up and "half pushed,
half dragged" Spring out of the loungc.
Moments  la tc r ,  Ms.  She ldon says ,  she
stepped into the doorway to the lounge and

" cou ld  see  Mr .  Sp r i ng  s t r e t chcd  up  o \e r  a
vcnd ing  mach ine  i n  t he  l obby ' .  H i s  a rm  was
tu rned  up  beh ind  h i s  back  and  h i s  l c f t  t oe
was  a l l  t ha t  $ ,as  t ouch ing  t he  g round .  Hc
was  ask ing  t he  o f f i ce  r  t o  p l easc  l e t  h i n r
down . "

ln the of f icers 'arrcst  report  thcrc is  mere
mcnt ion ol  phvsical  force:  "Spr ing 

was us-
ing loud,  profane language and had to bc
fo r ce fu l l l ' r emoved  I r om the  res tau ran t  be -
cause he refused to leave."

l f  he  was  l oud  and  p ro l ane .  Sp r i ng  sa1 ' s .  i t
was  on l y  a f t c r  he ' d  had  an  a rm lock  app l i cd
to  h rm  " t oo  s t r e  nuous l r ' . "  Once  hc ' d  been
removed  t o  t he  doo r  o l  t hc  l ounge .  Sp r i ng
says.  he to ld of f icers hc would go pcaccful l l '
and the armlock was re leased. Spr ing sal 's
he  t hen  t u rned  w i t h  h i s  a rms  ou t s t r e t ched .
pa lms  up .  and  vvas  ask i ng  1o r  an  exp lana t i on
when of f icer  Goodwin twisted his r ight  arm
beh ind  h i s  back  aga in .  l i f t ed  h im  up  b1 , t he
ha i r  and  t he  a rm lock  and  t h rew  h im  head
f i r s t  i n t o  t he  u ' a l l  abo r , c  t he  r , end ing  ma-
ch ine .  Then .  Sp r i ng  says .  he  t r i ed  t o  t u rn  h i s
head to look at  the of f icers and immediatelv
had  h i s  f ace  s l ammed  i n to  t he  t op  o f  t he
machine.

"The re  had  been  no  s ta temen t , "  Sp r i ng
says .  " t ha t ' ) ' ou  

a re  unde r  a r r cs t . ' I  was  neve r
to ld wh1,.  Whe n I  \ \ 'as put  in the back of ' the
patro l  car  thcr  said I  u,as being arrested for
disorder l l '  conduct .  I  hadn' t  been disorder l r , .
Fo r  t hem to  t ake  me  i n .  book  me .  t hc  who le
thing.  u 'he n ther,  kneu'  I  hadn' t  done an1,-
t h i ng  w rong .  t ha t ' s  wha t  go t  t o  me . "

A f t e r  Sp r i ng  had  been  t akcn  ou t  o f  t he

2nd Annual
Collector Car Auction

t

l 9



r cs tau ra l l t .  N l s .  Shc ldon  sa1s .  O f t i ce r  ( i ood -

u i n  r c t t r r ncd  and  t o l c l  he r  he  * ' as  go ing  t i r

ho l d  Sp l i ng  f ' o r  assau l t  and  d i so rdc r l r  con -

d  uc t :
" l  asked  r l h l  and  hc  ( ( i ood r r i n )  s t a ted

tha t  Sp r i ng  had  assau l t ed  me  and  dumpcd
rhc  sack  on  t he  f l oo r .  I  t o l d  h im  t ha t  N { r .

Sp r i ng  had  no t  assau l t ed  mc .  t ha t  hc  had

donc  no th i ng  t o  mc  and  e . \ ccp t  f o r  t hc  l ac t

t ha t  hc  had  c rnp t i ed  t hc  sack .  had  done  no -

t l r i n g  t h r r ' u g h ( ) u t  t l l c  c n t i r c  u \ e  n i n l r  I o  u l r ' -

f an t  t hc  t r ca tme l l t  he  $as  recc iV ing . "

Sp r i ng  sa l s  he  t t as  nc r c r  r cad  h i s  r i gh t s

no r  g i r en  a  chancc  t o  ca l l  h i s  l a " l ' 1e r .  A l t c r

hc ' d  bcen  t aken  t o  t he  po l i ce  s ta t i on .  t hc
po l i ce  appa rcn t l y '  r ca l i zed  t he  p ropc rn  i n

t i r e  sack  d i d .  i n  f ac t .  bc l ong  t o  Sp r i ng ' s  co r r - r -
pan r ' .  Spnng  sa l s  O l f i ce r  Goodu ' i n  became
"qu i t c  upse t "  sa l ' i ng  "You  goddamned  bus i -

ncssmcn .  1 ' ou  goddan rned  bus iness r l cn . "

Sp r i ng  i vas  he ld  a t  t he  . j a i l  l b r  mo rc  t han  a

ha l l  i r ou r  bc l i r r e  a  f  r i end  pos ted  h i s  bond .

I l c  uas  t l i cd  on  t hc  d i so rde r l l  conduc t

cha rge  and  1 ( )und  no t  gu i l t l .  I - as t  Augus t .  a

r ca r  a f t e r  h i s  a r r cs t .  t hc  ( ' i t 1 '  o f  Spokanc
ga r  e  Sp r i ng  l i  1 . 000  i n  cxchange  l o r  h i s
p ron r i s c  r ] o t  t o  suc  r ) \ c r  t hc  i nc i dcn t .

n  t he  1 ' ace  o f  i t .  t he  Spokane  I ) o -
l i ce  [ ) epa r t n ren t  has  an  open  doo r
p o l i c t '  r c g a r d i n g  c o r n p l a i n t s
aga ins t  i t s  po l i ce  o f { i c c r s .  Tha t

pol ic ' " .  s tated sc ' r 'c la l  t imes b. ,  departrnent
r t t l t l t . ' l t t i c .  t t r  \ l ' ( ) K \ \ l -  \ 1 . \ ( i . \ / . 1 \ 1 .  i :
t ha t  an lbody ' .  a t  an r  t r n re .  can  con re  t o  t he
t l on t  desk  a t  t he  Spokanc  I ' o l i ce  I ) epa r t -
me nt  and f i le  a complaint  against  an of f iccr .
T  he  c i t i zen  u ' i l l  b c  g i ven  a  comp la i n t  f o r r n  t o
f i l i  ou t .  so  t he  po l i c ! '  goes ,  t ha t  i s  t hen  passed

along to the of f iccr 's  shi f t  commande r  1t l  be
i n res t i ga ted .  No  comp la i n t  a l l eg i ng  exces -
s i . , e  l ' o r ce  on  t he  pa r t  o f  an  o f f i ce r .  Dep .
C'hic l '  \ \ 'h i te said.  should bc turncd arvar ' .

l ' o  t c s t  t ha t  po l i c ] ' .  S I 'OKANF 1 \ ' IAGA-
7 l \ [ .  l b l l owed  N4 i ke  C ' r au to rd  as  he  t r i cd  t o
l i l c  a  comp la i n t  aga ins t  an  o f l i ce r .  Bo th
C ' rau  l o rd  and  h i s  q  i I e .  r i  ho  w i t nesscd  h i s
a r r cs t  nca r  t hc i r  ho rnc  l as t  Feb rua r l ' ,  c l a i r n
tha t  ( ' r a *1 ' o r c l  u ' as  knockcd  t o  t hc  c round
and  p l aced  i n  a  neck  ho ld  a  " con t ro l  t c ch -
n i quc "  acco r l i ng  t o  t he  a r re \ t i ng  o f t i ce r s '
r cpo r t  u ' h i l e  he  *as  obe f  i ng  an  o rde r  l r on r
t he  o l l i ce r ' s  pa r t ne r  t o  ge t  i n  t he  back  sea t  o1 '
a  pa t ro l  ca r .  C ra$ fo rd  had  bccn  s toppcd  on
susp i c i on  o l  neg l i gen t  d r i v i ng  and  had  i us t
l i n i shcd  pc r l o rm ing  a  sc r i c s  o1 ' sob r i e t r  t c s t s
r r hcn  t he  i nc i den t  occu r r cd .

' l  
h r s  r cpo r t c r  accon ipan i cd  C rau ' f i r r d  t o

t he  l r on t  desk  a t  t he  Spokanc  I ' o l r ce  [ ) e -
pa r t l l r en t  t h r ce  t imes :  cach  t ime  C ra ' , r l i r r d
u r r s  t o l c l  hc ' uvou ld  ha \e  t o  comc  back  a t  a
l a t c r  t i n r c  t o  m a k c  h i s  c o r l p l a i n l .  ( ) n  \ l a r c h
t ' t f r  a t  i  I  a . r n .  f  r a n l o r d .  i n  a  r c r v  r n a t t c r  - o l -

l ac t  t onc .  t o l d  t he  dcsk  o l f ' i ce r  hc  uan te  d  t c r
l i le  a complaint  against  an of f icer .  

- l -he 
desk

o l l i ce  r  askc t l  C ra * ' f i r r d  f  o r  t hc  na rnc  o l  t hc
o f f i ce r .  \ \ ' h cn  C ' r au ' f o rd  t o l d  h im  t he  nan re .
t hc  dcsk  o l f i c c r  sa i d  ( l r i r u i o rd  * ' ou l d  ha r re
t ( )  r c t u r n  a t  3  p . m .  C ' r a u  t o r d  r e t u r n e d  a t  3
p .n r .  t h r  sa l nc  da1  a rnd .  t o  a  d i l l e ren t  desk
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o f f i ce r .  r cpca ted  h i s  r eques t  t o  f i l e  a  con ' r -
p l a i n t .  I  hc  desk  o f  f  i ce r  r ep l i ed  t ha t  C ra " \ -
f o rd ' s  comp la i n t  r l ou l d  ha \e  t o  bc  nade  t c r
t hc  o f  f  i ce r ' s  sh i l t  co r lmande r  a t  I  I  o ' c l ock
tha t  n i gh t .

C ' r au f  o rd  d i d  no t  r e tu rn  t h i t t  n i gh t .  bu t
t r i ed  aga in  t hc  mo rn ing  o l '  Ma rch  I 0 th .  I n
t he  san rc  e \en  t one  he  had  used  on  t hc  t \ \ ' o
p r c ' r  i ous  occas ions .  C rau  f  o rd  t o l d  1 ' e t
ano thc r  desk  o l l i ce r  he  had  a  co rnp la i n t  t o
l ' i l c  aga ins t  an  o f f  i ce r .  Aga in .  i n  t he  p resence

o l  t h r s  r cpo r t c r .  hc  uas  t o l d  t o  co r r c  back
tha t  a l t c - r noon  t o  scc  t hc  o l l i c c r ' s  sh i l t  con r -
r r and ! ' r .  I  n  t h ree  t r i ps  t o  t he  Spokane  I ' o l i ce
[ ) cpa r t n r cn t .  M i ke  C raw fo rd  d i d  no t  eve r
s e c a c o m p l a i r . r t f o r m .

When  he  d i d  l i na l l y  I i nd  t hc  n i gh t  sh i l t
commandc r .  L1 .  Roscoe  Wa lke r .  on  a  l i r u r t h
v i s i t  t he  n i gh t  o f  Ma rch  l 2 t h .  C rau l ' o rd  sa r , s
h i .  e t r n t p l a i n t  c r r d c d  i r r  i l n  i r r F u n l c n t  i n
r r h i c h  W a l k e r  t o l d  h i m  h i s  c o m p l a i n t  u a s
un_just i f icd and would not  be recorded.
Aga in .  C rau fo rd  savs .  hc  d i d  no t  sce  a  com-
p la i n t  l i r rm .

r \ l  te r  seYeral  t r ics.  S I 'O K A\  t r  N4 A( i , {Z I \  f :
* as  ab l c  t o  con tac t  [ - t .  Wa l ke r  b1  phone .
Wa lke r  uas  asked  t o  commen t  on  ( ' r au -

f  o rd ' s  c l a im  t ha t  Wa l ke r  t o l d  h im  h i s  com-
p la i n t  u ' as  un jus t i l i ed .  Wa l ke  r  sa i d  he  d i dn ' t
recal l  C' rau' lor-d 's namc and then demanded
to  kno r r ' .  "Wha t  i s  vou r  i n t e res t ' J "

I ' p o n  b c i n g  t o l d  t h a t  r ) u r  i n t c r c ) t  \ \ a 5  i n
ve r i t l  ing Cra* ' ford 's c la im that  he'd been to
see  Wa lke r  a t  t he  po l i ce  desk ,  Wa l ke r  r ep -
l i cd .  " l ' ha t ' s  nonc  o l  you r  bus iness . "  and
h r . r ng  up  t hc  phonc .

When  he  u ' as  t o l d  t ha t  S t 'OKA \E  MA( ;A -
Z INE  had  u ' i t nessed  t h ree  unsuccess fu l  a t -
t emp ts  t o  f i l e  comp la i n t s  a t  t hc  f r on t  desk ,
Dcp .  Ch ie f  Wh i t e  r ep l i ed  t ha t  t he re  had
becn a meet ing r t :ccnt l ) ,  to insure the de-
partment 's  complaint  process was u 'ork ing;
*ha1  happcncd  t o  M i ke  C raw fo rd  a t  t hc
SP I )  f r on t  desk  shou ld  no t  havc  happened .
Wh i t e  added .  Ye t .  as  o l  l a s t  mon th ,  t he r c  was
no  r cco rd  o f  M i kc  C raw fo rd  eve r  hav ing
bcen  ro  t he  depa r tmc -n t  t o  f  i l e  a  comp la i n t .

\ \ ' h i t c .  houc r , c r .  d i d  assu rc  S l 'OKA \ t l
N ' lA ( iA l l \E  t ha t  SPD d id  r akc  comp la i n t s
against  of f icers.  Al though he c i ted conl iden-
t i i r l i t r  i r r  n ( ) t  r l l o \ A  i n g  u 5  t ( )  L  \ i l n t i n c  u  r i t t c n

con rp la i n t s  on  f i l e .  he  d i d  d i sp l a l  one  com-
p la i n t  l b rm  (he  sa id  i t  had  been  l i l ed  I 4  da l s
p rcr  ious to t  he date of  the inten ic* '  and was
the  mos t  r cccn t  SP I )  had  rece i ved  t r om a
pe rson  o f  l cga l  agc )  and  read  po r t i ons  o f  i t .

l f  an l  co rnp la i n t  aga ins t  an  o f f i ce r  has

subs tance .  Wh i t e  sa i d .  i t  u , i l l  mos t  o f t en  re -
su l t  i n  co r rec t i v c  ac t i on  b1 ,  t he  depa r tmen t
rang ing  1 ' r on r  suspens ion  t o  r e t r a i n i ng .  Yc t
vc r v  l t * .  acco rd i ng  t o  Wh i t e .  ha r  c  sub -

sI a ltcc.
"You ' r c  hand ing  mc  a  l i s t  o l  t en . "  Wh i t c

sa id .  "  l ' en  peop le  whose  comp la i n t s  da te
back  t uo  vea rs .  We  booked  6 .0 (X )  pe  op l c
l as t  r , ea r .  phy ' s i ca l l y  pu t  t hcm i n to . i a i l .  and

hou manv of  them hal 'e a conrpla int ' . ' �  A
hand f ' u l  o f '  t hem.  and  t he  hand fu l  t ha t  a r c
con rp la i n i ng  a re  t he  ones  t ha t  a r c  r es t s t i ng
arre st .  th i i t  s tar t  the f ight  wi th an of l ' iccr . "

I he r c  ha re  been  no  Spokane  po l i c c  o l ' f i c -
c r s  d i sc i p l i ned  f o r  us i ng  excess i ve  t o r cc  u  i t h -

i n  t h c  p a s t  l c a r .  I  h c r r  h a r c  b c c r r  n ( )  o l l i c c r \

d i sc i p l i ncd  b r  t hc  dcpa r t n r c r r t  i n  co r t ncc t i on
u i t h  a n l  i n c i d e n t  m c n t i o n c d  i n  t h i s  r c p o r t .

o a a

I 1 ' a n v b o d r  s h o u l d  h a r c  h a c l  t h c i r  c o n t -
p l a i n t  i n r e s t i g a t c d  b \  t h c  S p o k a n c  P o l r c c
f ) e p a r t n r e n t .  A n g c l o  K i o u r k a s  r l r i n k s  i t
shou ld  ha r  c  bce  n  h i s .  l l c l i r r c  l r c  pa id  55 {X )  i n
a t t o rne \ ' ' s  l ees  t o  f i gh t  t hc  c i r a rgc  b rough t
aga ins l  h i n r .  be l ' o r c  he  pa id  n t ( ) r c  t han  $100
in  med i ca l  c \ pcnscs  (no t  i nc l L r c l i ng  t hc  n to r c
than  S  1 .000  i t  cos t  l i r r  sL r rgc r . ,  t o  r cpa i r  t i r e
b rokcn  boncs  i n  h i s  l acc  t ha t  \ \ as  pa rd  l i r r  b r
t n s u r a n c e ) .  A n g e  l o  K i o u r k a s  t o o k  h i s  c o n r -
p l a i n t  t o  t h c  S p o k a n e  I ) o l i c c  I ) c p a r t r r r c n t .
And  t ha t  l ' a c t  comcs  as  nc \ \ s  t o  t hc  Spokanc
Po l i ce  I ) epa r tmcn t .

I  ou r  pcop i c :  K  i ou l ka r .  . . \ l l cn .  K  i ou r kas '
m o t h c r  S h i r l c r .  a n t l  N l a r r  . , \ n r r  I  r i p p .  a l l
sav  t hc )  n r c t  r l  i t h  Spokane  [ ' o l i c c  ( ' h i c l  I l o -
be r l  l ) an the r  on  N ' l on t l a r  . l unc  l .  l 9 f i 0 .  t hc
samc  da l  K r t l u r kas  an t l  . , \ l l cn  \ \ e r c  i l r -
r a i gncd  i n  cou r t .  Bo th  K ioL r r  kas  and  . . \ l l cn
i n s i s t  t h a t  a t  t h e  . l  u n c  2 r r r l  r r r c . ' t i n g .  o r  s h o r  t -
l r  t r l ' l e r  $ : r r d .  t l t c r  l [ r l r t l t r j  ' r \  e t  \ \  |  i t t .  n  \ l , l l L -

r n e n t s  o l  t h c i r  c o n r p l a i r r t  t o  I ) u n t h c r  ( * h t r

was  ass t .  po l i ce  ch i c l  a t  t he  t lme  )  r n  Pan -
thcr 's  o l ' f icc.

I ) an thc r  sa t  s  hc  docsn ' t  r c ca l i  t hc  n rec t i ng .
t h a t  u  h i l e  K i o u r k a s ' n a n r c  i s  " t  a g u c l r  l a r n i l -
i a r "  hc  c l ocsn ' t  r c ca l l e r c r  n rec t i ng  K iou rka : .

" 11  t he  n rec t i ng  t r ) ( ) k  p l ace  i r l l d  l h i  \ t a l e -
mcn t  \ \ ' a s  t u rncd  o t c r  and  has  s i ncc  bee l i
n r i sp l aced . "  I ) an thc r  sa i t i  apo logc t i ca l l r .
" t h e  n  i t  w o u l d  b c  u n t o r r u n a r c  i t  h c  I K i o u r -
k a s ]  h a s  1 o  g o  t h r o u g h  i t  f t h r  c o r n p l a i n t
p rocess ]  a  sccond  t i r ne . "  [ ) un thc f .  ( ) n  \ l a v
l s t . s a i d  K i o u r k a s u o u l d  b c c o n t a c t c d  b \  t h c
depa r tme  n t  and  o i l c r cd  an0 t l ' i c r  oppo r t un i -
t \  t o  m a k c  h i s  c o n r p l a i n t  a n d  t h a t  t h c  c o n ' r -
p l a i n t  * o u l d  b e  i n r e s t i g a t c d  i l  K r o u r k a s
\ \ ' an t s  t hc  n l a t l c r  pu rs r . l cd .  K rou rkas  sa_ rs  he
d  oes .

Y c t .  t h c  l a c t  r c n r a i n s  t h a t  l o r  l  l  n r o r r t l r s
1 ' o l l ou i ng  t hc  i nc rd r - r r t  on  N4on roe  S t r ce t .
t h e r c  r l a s  n o  r c c o r d  o l  K  i o u r  k a s ' c o l n p l a i i i t
and  t he rc '  ha r l  becn  no  i n -housc  i n re : t i ga -
t i on  o l  l h c  comp la i n t .

' I  
hc  i nc i dcn t  i s  a t  l cas t  s l a t cd  t o  b , :  l o t r ke  d

a 1  b l  t h c  S p o k a n e  C o u n t \  I ) r o s c c u t o r ' :  o l
f  i ce .  K iou rkas ' ca \ c .  \ i l \ s  dcpun  p r r ) ) ecu l r ) r '
P a u l  S m i t h .  i s  o n e  o 1  a b o u t  l ( )  c a s e  :  h c  i r a :
bccn  asked  b r  P rosecu to r  l l r ockc t t  t o  i n r  c s -
t i ga te  l b r  s i gns  o l  po l i c c  b rL r t a l i t r .  S rn i t h
exp la rne t l  K i ou rkas ' nan l c  \ \ as  on  a  l i s t  \ l r s .
T ' r i pp  t u rned  o \e r  t o  l : ] r ' oekc t t  l a s t  y ca l  and
sa id  hc  has  bccn  con tac t i ng  pcop l c  *ho : c
nan res  a re  on  t he  l i s t  and  i r r r  i t i ng  t l l en l  t ( )  t c l l
t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  

' l  
h c  i n r c s t i r a t i o n .  h c  : a i d .  i s

be ing  donc  rn  t i r nc  l c l t  u r  c r -  l l  om  S rn i t l r ' r
r e g u l a r  c a s c l o a t i .  I l c : a r s  h c  * i l l  r c p o l t  i i i s
l i nd i ngs  t o  B r  ocke l t  son re t i r r r c  t h i s  sun r rnc r .
p e r h a p s  l a t c r  t h i s  r n o l ) t l r .  l l e  : a \ \  h e  l r a s l l ' t
b c c n  i n  t o u c h  * i t h  A n g c i o  K i o u r k a s  r c r .

I n  t hc  n t can t imc .  Angc lo  K  i t r L t r kas .  I ) u r  r d
' l  

r i p p .  L a r r l  M a r c h i o r o .  N i i k c  ( ' r a u l o r d .

a n d  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  p c o p i e  s a r  t h c r ' r c  l o s i n g
r e s p c c t  1 o r  t h c  S p o k a n c  p o l i c e  1 o r c e .  ; \ n d
tha t  shou ld  bo the r  son rc  pe ( )p l c .  c spcc ia l l r  a
l o t  o l  good  cops  $hosc  n l n r c \  \ \ u  r t c t e r  l t ca l
a b o u t .  B
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